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Wild Stroud is holding an Open Wildlife Gardens
event on 25th June – 26th June from 2 - 5pm
when 20 Wildlife gardens open to the public
(including several in Chalford).
There will be a range of gardens, size, type
(house, courtyard, allotment etc.) and current
development. You can chat to the owners about
their plans or how they have achieved it. Find out
more here.

Community Walks
The next monthly walk will be on Saturday 18 June,
starting at 10am from Chalford Sports and Social
Club, with a chance to chat over coffee and cakes
afterwards – check our Facebook page for details.

Biodiversity Action
The newly planted wildflower turf at the Triangle
is beginning to flower and will form a magnificent
gateway to the village in coming weeks. Many thanks
to all who supported this project, and to the volunteers
who are currently watering it. Some parts of the
wildflower turf that were left over were inserted onto
the Parish Bank in France Lynch, along with some
additional yellow rattle seeds, which will help control
the incursion of grass.
Don’t forget No Mow May – try cutting back or cutting
out your lawn trimming in May. The results of giving
the mower a breather for May can be spectacular;
in 2021 No Mow “Mayers” reported over 250 plant
species including wild strawberry, wild garlic and a
dazzling array of rarities including adder’s-tongue
fern, meadow saxifrage, snake’s-head fritillary, and
eyebright. Wild orchids including the declining man
orchid, green-winged orchid, southern and northern
marsh orchid, and bee orchid also lit up liberated
lawns. The opportunity provided by a relaxation in

mowing regimes saw higher flower counts, floral
richness AND pollen provision scores than previous
Mays examined. In May 2021, EFC participants counted
over 465,000 flowers including almost a quarter of a
million daisies. See here for more information
We are delighted that Chalford Parish Council has
changed its mowing regime, and this year will be
cutting less frequently and on a higher cut (with the
exception of sight lines). They will be also be cutting
higher and less frequently in France Lynch Pleasure
Ground to ensure that the wild flowers flourish.

ChalCAN is now on Instagram! Follow us at @chalford.can

Update on Our Campaign for
Safer Local Roads

‘Active Travel’ – walking, cycling and scootering substitutes for car journeys. We feel that everyone
should be able to walk or cycle wherever they want,
within limits, just as they can drive wherever they
want. However respondents to our 2021 survey
didn’t feel cycling and walking on our roads is safe.
ChalCAN have a three-pronged approach to making
our roads safer for non-drivers. We lobby the
County Council (GCC) to make it easier and cheaper
to introduce lower speed limits; we help our local
Community Speedwatch educate drivers about
speeding and we work with the national ’20 is
Plenty’ campaign to make lower speed limits more
acceptable.
GCC at one stage looked as if they would respond
to pressure from councils throughout the county
by introducing something like a default 20mph

limit. This now seems to have been
absorbed into a more general review
of road safety which will soon go out
for public consultation. At the same
time there have been noises (only!)
about stricter enforcement of speed limits.
One of the arguments for a default 20mph limit is
that enforcement in the UK is weak. The current
30mph limits see a small minority of potentially
fatal actual speeds of 35-45mph or more. Speed
bumps and changes to street design could physically
prevent these high speeds but these are ruinously
expensive. Reducing the speed limit to 20mph is
cheap and would yield actual speeds of 25-35mph
– still dangerous but much better. Enforcing this
lower limit more strictly could bring lower speeds
still. It’s all about changing our mindset.

Stop Press: Stroud District Council have also
just voted to support a general cross-county
move to 20mph. Find out more here

Legal Action for Climate Change Action
In ChalCAN we often talk about limits of individual/
family and community action and the need for action by
government and industry. So, what happens when this is
inadequate? Can legal action play a role? One potentially
powerful group is the Good Law Project – whose mission
is to achieve change through existing law. The Climate
Change Act, commits the UK government by law, to
reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 100% of
1990 levels (net zero) by 2050.
Along with ClientEarth and Friends of the Earth the Good
Law Project are launching a new challenge against the
Government over its dangerously threadbare Net Zero
strategy. The aim is to force the Government to produce a
revised and strengthened strategy by 30th June this year;
one that sets out specific, data-driven plans to ensure the
UK meets its commitments to confront the climate crisis.
See here for more information and here is where you can
support their legal challenge.
It’s not just in the UK that legal action is beginning to play
an important role in tackling climate change. In Portugal,
six children and young adults, who have faced deadly
wildfires and heatwaves, have filed a lawsuit against 33
countries with the European Court of Human Rights. They
are claiming that government inaction on climate change
jeopardises their future - see here for more examples

Go to chalcan.org.uk or follow us on Facebook

Do Solar ‘Farms’
Compete With
Food Production?
In a recent radio debate, Dale Vince
stated that in the UK, farmland accounts
for 75% of our land use. Of that, 75%
is used to grow crops for animal feed,
so with only a small adjustment in diet
towards plant-based foods, we could
ensure there was not competition for
land. He also stated that only 1% of
our land area is needed to produce
renewable energy to ensure that 100%
of our energy came from such sources.
Food for thought given the current
energy crisis.

for lots of useful ideas

Have
You Tried
Laundry
Sheets
Yet?
These are sheets designed to dissolve in the
washing machine drum (and can also be used for
handwashing). Stroud Valleys Project has just
started stocking ‘sheets’ produced in the UK by
Simple Living Eco. Sheets take up less space than
bottles of laundry liquid and are plastic free. Made
with plant-based ingredients, they use essential oils
for fragrance. Since they are light and easy to store
and transport, they have a lower carbon footprint
than the standard laundry liquid. Similar products
are also available online from Ecovibe and Smol.

Wild Garlic Galore!
With so much wild garlic available in our woods and
hedgerows at the moment you may be wondering
how best to use it. Countryﬁle has produced a guide
with ideas – including garlic salt; wild garlic pesto;
wild garlic, potato and chorizo tortilla; wild garlic and
onion bhaji with wild garlic raita; pan fried pollock
with ham and wild garlic.
Go to Countryﬁle.com to get inspired! It’s worth
noting that traditionally wild garlic was used as a
spring tonic due to its blood-purifying properties,
and is also thought to lower cholesterol and bloodpressure, which in turn helps to reduce the risk of
diseases such as heart attack or stroke. Here’s the
link for the recipes.

Annual seedling swap
On Saturday 21st May Stroud Valleys Project are
running their annual seedling swap at their eco shop
in Threadneedle Street. So bring along your excess
seedling plants and swap them for other goodies!

The Nailsworth Transport Fair
Sunday, June 26th
(10.30am-6.30pm) Town Centre

Will feature an amazing range of vehicles, from a
1920s locally-built ‘Hampton’ to state-of-the-art
electric cars and bikes. Among the classics will be
a sidecar manufactured by the Baughan company
based in Stroud from 1921-37. Alongside vintage
vehicles, there will be a show of electric cars and
bikes organised by Nailsworth CAN (Climate Action
Network) and information on other environmentally
friendly products. The day will also include market
stalls selling local food and drink, handmade gifts
and entertainment. Find out more here.

Stroud Festival of Food and Drink
The Stroud Festival of Food and Drink, which runs from
Friday 20 to Sunday 22 May, features many nationally
famous foodies including Matt Pritchard, also known
as the Dirty Vegan, whose mission is to convince the
public that plant-based food can be a sustainable
lifestyle option. Tickets for the events from the Sub
Rooms but there will also be lots of delicious street
food available.

If you would like to get involved with ChalCAN or be put in touch with one of the
action groups (Biodiversity, Food & Waste, Energy or Transport) please contact
Penny at info@chalcan.org.uk
Do browse our website chalcan.org.uk, follow us on Facebook and/or
Instagram @chalford.can
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