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ChalCAN’s Open Evening
These were some of the top issues in the minds of
people who attended a recent open evening with
ChalCAN. Some months after COP26, and now
with war and an energy and price crisis dominating
the news, we asked ‘Where are we, in Chalford, in
addressing climate change?’ It was great to have a
good number of new faces, people who wanted to
discuss what can be done and indeed what is already
happening in the parish.

when we do that if we’ve turned down the gas,
avoided wasting any food and engaged more deeply
with the natural world.

We confirmed that it is important to engage
politically, where the big changes have to happen.
However, it was also agreed we have more weight

In conclusion, it was another ChalCAN event
showing the value of bringing people together.

There was no doubt that in the room there was real
anxiety, even some despair, at where things have
got to. But it was good to speak honestly and to
encourage each other: if we all do all the small things
we can, we will help slow down dangerous climate
change.

enthusiastic Duke of Edinburgh
Award youngsters, have turned
out over many weekends to plant
trees. 58 trees and a hedgerow
of 450 plants have increased the
stock in Chalford Parish in this
season alone; at Bussage Pleasure
Chalford Biodiversity Ground, St Mary of the Angels
The fresh buds of many trees are Churchyard, Brownshill and private
land at Brownshill. Sadly, two
now beginning to appear. Spring
mature lime trees have been lost
is in the air and it’s the time to
observe and appreciate the work in France Lynch Pleasure Ground
carried out by volunteers over the to fungal disease in addition to the
many ash trees suffering from Ash
winter planting season. At least
Dieback. An oak has been planted
20 people, including two very
by the Parish Council to replace

one of the large limes. It would be
very useful to hear from residents
of any places they may like to
see more trees and you can send
suggestions to
info@chalcan.org.uk.
ChalCAN Biodiversity will be at
the Community Market at the
Chalford Sports and Social Club
on Sunday May 15th – come
and meet us there and find out
more about our plans. By then
the Biodiversity Trail will be
fully waymarked, so we will be
relaunching the trail.

ChalCAN is now on Instagram! Follow us at @chalford.can

Swifts: they’ll soon be here!!

Solar Panals

The Chalford Solar Scheme is in full ﬂow. The ﬁrst
20 or so quotes have been sent and installations are
planned to start at the end of April. I have started a list
for a second wave of installations and have had
50 more people express interest after a recent
Facebook post so anyone who is still interested- get in
touch with Richard Dean (richarddean@myself.com)

The Big Plastic Count
By the end of this month (or soon after) our
swifts will have made it back from Africa – a
6,000-mile journey! However, their numbers are
in steep decline and are now on the red list of
Conservation Concern.
Modern or renovated houses offer little in the
way of nesting sites, so they are desperately in
need of homes. Last year we were in touch with
homeowners in areas with swifts to see if they
could provide a home. Over the winter, swift nest
boxes have been put up in homes in Chalford Hill
and Bussage…...but we need more!
Sophie Carabine in Bussage has installed
combined swift and bat boxes on her house as
with Frith Wood next door bats are sometimes
seen. She says: “I know it needs patience and
good luck for the swifts to take up residence but
it is exciting to think that in the first year young
swifts might do a reccy and then return to the
house they spotted, to nest for the first time the
following year.”

Join Chris Packham for The Big Plastic Count
organised by Greenpeace and Everyday Plastic from
May 16th to 22nd. Already over 42,000 people have
signed up to record how much and what type of plasti
c they use and discard, during a seven day period.
Data collected will be shared with government and
industry to encourage a reduction in plastic use.
The UK is the second biggest producer of plastic
waste in the world! Only the USA throws away more.
But what actually happens to the plastic we put in the
recycling bin? According to the British Plastics
Federation only 32% of plastic is recycled, some going
overseas with Turkey, Malaysia and Poland being the
top recipients in 2020. Malaysia has since stopped
accepting our rubbish. Plastic not recycled is
incinerated, dumped or ends up in landfill taking up to
450 years to decompose.
The Big Plastic Count is a simple way to discover our
household plastic footprint and help press for
change. Do sign up.

Over the summer ChalCAN’s Biodiversity group
will be surveying the area to get a more accurate
picture of swift numbers locally. We would also be
happy to give advice on how to protect swifts if
any roof/house alterations are required.

Watch this space!

Community Walks
ChalCAN continue to lead a monthly walk – the
next one will be on Saturday 7th May, starting at
10am from Chalford Sports and Social Club, with a
chance to chat over coffee and cakes afterwards.
The route will be planned nearer the time to take
account of weather conditions – check our Facebook
page for details.

Go to chalcan.org.uk or follow us on Facebook

for lots of useful ideas

Have Your Say About the
Future of the Canal
There is a consultation currently being run by Stroud
District Council about the proposed development of the
canal from Stroud to Sapperton www.stroud.gov.uk/
canalstrategy

CSSC Market: e-bikes & 20mph
At the ChalCAN stand at the Community Market
at CSSC on Sunday 10th April a number of folk
tried out e-bikes. A variety of makes and models
of bikes were on loan from ChalCAN supporters.
Their suitability for all ages was demonstrated by
the range of participants - from a young lad to
senior citizens. All enjoyed the exhilaration and
ease of assisted pedalling and several expressed
an interest in getting one. One man thought about
using it to commute and he may well be able to
purchase the bike through the tax-saving cycle-towork scheme (www.cyclescheme.co.uk/how-itworks ) operated in conjunction with employers
(you can save 25-40% of the cost of a bike and
spread the costs over time). Details of suppliers on
the ChalCAN website here.
We also chatted to residents about the ‘20 is Plenty’
campaign to reduce speeds, enhance safety and
promote active travel. There was considerable
support, with real concern about specific roads, and
a few interesting comments (e.g. that in some parts
of the area it’s quite hard to drive at 20mph, and
the continental limit of 30km/hr - roughly 25mph
- might work better… although unfortunately
that’s not an option in terms of Dept of Transport
regulations). To sign the petition go to www.
change.org/p/20-is-plenty-inchalford-and-eastcombe or pick
up posters or stickers for your
wheelie-bin, car or window
from the Parish Centre.

A significant level of the proposed development of the
canal runs through Chalford Parish and beyond. Due
to the high biodiversity already discovered along the
Chalford Parish section and beyond to Sapperton,
particularly in a study of bats carried out by some
ChalCAN members in 2020, careful consideration is
needed.
If you are concerned about the potential impacts of
the proposal on this tranquil stretch of waterway which
teems with wildlife and would like to respond to the
Draft Strategy, the Friends of the Frome have produced
some guidance to assist with your response. Responses
are required by 27th May 2022. For further information
please email info@friendsofthefrome.org.uk

Repair Café Reminder
On the last Saturday of the month, these sessions
continue at Atelier Craft Club and Workshops. 19A Lower
Street, Stroud GL5 2HT from 11am - 2pm. Repairs are
free, but donations welcome. Book your session here
Apr 30th – Leather Repairs
May 28th – Electronic Repair
June 27th – Tool, knife, scissor sharpening

Get sowing and growing...
Get sowing and growing with Stroud Community Seed
Bank Seeds!
Seeds harvested locally last autumn and put into packets
by Down to Earth’s project Stroud Community Seed
Bank local seeds, are available locally from The Long
Table (Brimscombe) and Chalford Community Shop.

If you would like to get involved with ChalCAN or be put in touch with one of the action groups
(Biodiversity, Food & Waste, Energy or Transport) please contact Penny at info@chalcan.org.uk
Do browse our website chalcan.org.uk, follow us on Facebook and/or Instagram @chalford.can

PLEASE PASS THIS ON TO FRIENDS, NEIGHBOURS AND FAMILY

