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Dates for your diary

The New ‘Boiler Upgrade Scheme’ (BUS)

• ChalCAN Open Evening

As of the end of March, the domestic Renewable Heat
Incentive (RHI) will be closed to new applicants. The Boiler
Upgrade Scheme (BUS) is expected to launch on April 1st and
run until April 2025, to aid the decarbonisation of buildings. It
will provide upfront capital grants to support the installation
of heat pumps and, in limited circumstances, biomass boilers.
Grants of £5000 will be available for air source heat pumps*
and biomass boilers, and grants of £6000 will be available for
ground source heat pumps. Grants will be offered at a flat rate
and, unlike the RHI, will not vary by capacity of the installation,
which must not exceed 45 kwh. (*For more information about
heat pumps, please go to the ChalCAN website).

• WWF-UK’s Earth Hour

Biomass boilers will be supported, but only in rural areas
with populations of 10,000 people or less (Chalford parish
has a population of approximately 6,000). Your home must
also meet high emissions standards to have a biomass boiler
installed, which the government says is “to mitigate any
negative impact on air quality.”

Saturday 2 April
Chalford Sports and Social Club
6.30 pm for a 7pm start.
Free pizza and the bar will be open...
Disappointed by COP26? Got unanswered
questions, or some great ideas?
Want to do what you can for climate
change and nature?
We CAN all make a difference… Join your
neighbours and ChalCAN to chat about
these issues
Saturday, 26 March 2022
8.30- 9.30pm
Join millions across the world and switch
off your lights for an hour. Take it one
step further and sign up to an Earth Hour
challenge on My Footprint.

• ‘ The Story of Plastic’: film
screening

Wed 23 March: 7-9pm
Atelier, 19A Lower Street,
Stroud, GL5 2HT
Stroud Film Festival 2022 – Tickets. An
outstanding documentary about one of
the world’s most pressing environmental
issues. Q&A after the film with Steve
Hynd from City to Sea and Claudi from
Action on Plastic.

• Businesses: ‘How to become a
Sustainability Superstar’!

Wednesday 6 April: 10.00am-1pm
Royal Agricultural University, Stroud
Road Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 6JR
Run by GFirst - our area’s Local Enterprise
Partnership. Book here.

We understand that applicants will be encouraged to register
their interest with heat pump installers (MCS accredited), who
will apply to Ofgem for a voucher on behalf of the property
owner. Grant payments will be made direct to the installer.
This process should make application far easier than under
the ill-fated ‘Green Homes Scheme’. The vouchers issued
to successful applicants will have a validity period of three
months for air source heat pumps and biomass boilers, and six
months for ground source heat pumps.Applications will be
considered on a first come, first served basis, and it is likely
that only around 90,000 homes will benefit. Eligibility criteria
are similar as they were for the RHI, requiring a current EPC
(Energy Performance Certificate), which shows adequate loft
and cavity wall insulation, but otherwise most homeowners
in England (and Wales) should be eligible. However, the BUS
does not cover hybrid (‘bivalent’) systems which combine a
heat pump with a gas boiler. Solar thermal installations are
also not directly supported- although they can be installed as
part of a heat pump or biomass system that is funded on the
scheme, providing the heating system can meet the full space
and water heating requirements of the home.

ChalCAN is now on Instagram! Follow us at @chalford.can

Biodiversity news
Trees and hedges

It’s diﬃcult not to notice the huge number of ash trees
being felled all around us due to Ash Dieback. This
destruction of our landscape and wildlife habitat is
devastating. You might be thinking yes, but what can I
do? You can plant a tree! It’s not too late to plant bareroot trees and hedges. And you can plant a pot-grown
one at any time of the year. Every little helps, even a
patio tree.
Chalford Biodiversity Action has been busy caring for
the trees and hedges we’ve planted. This involves
“mulching” - laying down pre-used paper sacks and
covering them with wood chippings. We’ve even used
the wood from the Whitebeam on Parish Bank brought
down by storm Dudley. The Whitebeam missed the
young trees we’d planted by centimetres! We’ve now
mulched 200 trees and 30 metres of hedge (another
60 metres to go). We’ve also coppiced the Hazel in
the churchyard at Browns Hill (this produces good
beanpoles and peasticks). Thank you to all volunteers.

Fuel costs
and speeding
issues
With the price of
petrol and diesel
rocketing this may be a good time to review your
usual travel arrangements. Here are some ideas
• Investigate public transport options
• Invest in a bike, e-bike or electric car
• Look at lift sharing opportunities - see Liftshare
website, Liftshare Stroud (a Facebook group)
or talk to friends and colleagues to make
arrangements
• Plan and rationalise your trips to cut down on
mileage
• Cut your speed and drive as smoothly as
possible - generally for each 10mph reduction
in speed yields there’s a 10-15% decrease in
fuel consumption. On a two-hour motorway
journey a 10mph reduction from 70mph adds
only 20 minutes to the journey.

Why not come and help with our ongoing projects?
It’s sociable, good exercise in the fresh air and we
welcome all ages and abilities. Also, it feels really
good to be helping a little to replace those thousands
of felled trees. If you would like to join in, please
contact ChalCAN.
Company Schemes
Local resident David Lodwig contacted us to say that
the company he works for is currently planting a tree
for every UK employee each year. David applied for
trees under this scheme, and he’s already planted
30 hedgerow trees and shrubs at the Scout HQ in
Eastcombe. Through ChalCAN a further 100 saplings
(blackthorn, hawthorne, crab apple, wild cherry, hazel
and silver birch) are being made available to Bussage
School, Chalford Hill School and Frith Wood.
Co-housing?
In the last newsletter the idea of a co-housing scheme
in Chalford was ﬂoated - a community of new, zerocarbon, aﬀordable homes, with some shared facilities.
Only four people contacted ChalCAN to say they would
like to help make this happen, so unfortunately, unless
there is a sudden surge of interest, we will not be
pursuing the scheme.
Finally... we had a great evening on March 11th
when 10 local photographers generously shared their
wonderful pictures of local wildlife, trees, ﬂowers and
landscapes at Bussage Village Hall. We all learnt a
lot about our natural environment. A big thank you
to all involved.

Go to chalcan.org.uk or follow us on Facebook

for lots of useful ideas

ChalCAN Campaign to reduce
speeding for safer roads
COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH: ChalCAN supporters have
joined the Parish Council’s community speedwatch at a
range of locations across the parish to monitor speeds, and
the Council have arranged for a Speed Indicator Device (SID)
to monitor selected spots. If anyone is thinking we don’t
have a speeding problem locally – think again. At diﬀerent
locations (Old Neighbourhood and the Ridgeway) between
72% and 79% of vehicles exceeded the speed limit, with
27%-34% over 40 mph.
20 IS PLENTY CAMPAIGN: Of course, it’s likely that 20mph
might not be suitable for all roads in the area, and on some
roads it’s almost impossible even to do 20mph! But there
are many locations where we’re encouraging slower driving.
Free ‘20 is Plenty’ stickers for wheelie bins, windows and
cars are now available to collect from the Parish Centre,
Eastcombe Stores and Chalford Village Shop to display
around Chalford and Eastcombe. Please sign our petition
here and help spread the word.
DRIVE AS IF ALL SPEED LIMITS ARE 10MPH LOWER!
Slower driving makes roads safer, reduces emissions and
enables more residents to feel safe to walk, use their bikes
or ride their horses. We don’t have to wait for speed limits
to be reduced for us, so try getting into the habit of driving
at 20-25 mph in a 30mph zone rather than 30-35mph;
and 30-35mph in a 40mph. You’ll probably drive more
smoothly with less need to stop and start. Slowing down for
pedestrians and cyclists will come more naturally. You may
even grow to like this more relaxed pace.
SPEED LIMITERS: as the name suggests, a speed limiter is
a safety device that stops you from driving faster than the
prescribed speed limit on that road. From 6 July 2022, all
new cars will need to have a speed limiter device fitted, and
many recent vehicles already have them. The system alerts
you if you’re going over the speed limit, and if you don’t
slow down the speed limiter
should intervene by limiting
the engine’s power (rather than
applying the brakes). The car
should then naturally slow down
to the new speed limit. Check
to see if your vehicle has this
device – you might also save
yourself a speeding ticket.

Peat-free for the planet
Peat is formed by the partial decomposition of
vegetable matter in the wet acidic conditions.
It forms very slowly, at a rate of about 1
millimetre in a year, so it could take 1000 years
to lay down 1 metre of peat. Peatlands may
not be the prettiest landscapes but they are a
great habitat for wildlife and have an important
role in water management. Many people
are unaware of their importance as a carbon
store. Research by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature found that peatlands
store more carbon than all other vegetation
types in the world combined despite covering
only 3% of the world’s surface. We destroy
them at our peril!
What can I do?
Many of us unknowingly buy peat when we
buy compost for our gardens. There have
been campaigns to remove peat from garden
and horticultural products for many years but
research by Coventry University in 2020 found
that peat still constituted 50% of all potting
composts.
We can all do our best to avoid buying peatbased compost, plants grown in peat and
gardening products which contain peat. Peat
free alternatives are becoming more readily
available, and the cost has come down and is
now comparable to peat based products.
There are a few places locally where you can
buy peat free compost –
• Middle Hill Farm sell Melcourt peat free
compost and will deliver locally.
• Stancombe Beech Farm Shop
• Nailsworth Garden Centre (they will shortly
be starting to recycle compost bags)
• Dobbies, Cirencester (who already recycle
compost bags)
• Leaf and Ground in Dursley (they are
planning to provide loose compost soon).
If you have any other tips for reducing peat
use, please email us, or post on our Facebook
page or Instagram.

If you would like to get involved with ChalCAN or be put in touch with one of the action groups
(Biodiversity, Food & Waste, Energy or Transport) please contact Penny at info@chalcan.orguk
Do browse our website chalcan.org.uk, follow us on Facebook and/or Instagram @chalford.can

PLEASE PASS THIS ON TO FRIENDS, NEIGHBOURS AND FAMILY

