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Newsletter			
ChalCAN Community Survey

 any thanks to all who completed ChalCAN’s first
M
Community Survey. We had over 200 responses and
are delighted that so many wanted to hear more and
get involved. It was good to see how much people are
already doing to help the climate and the high level
of commitment to taking more action. It was also
helpful to understand why people didn’t feel able to
make specific changes. There were also many useful
suggestions as to how we can make Chalford Parish
cleaner and greener. Here are just some:
• Test a car sharing scheme
• Litter pick events
• Encourage people to use and
improve the bus service
• Protect and nourish our green spaces and verges,
including sowing wildflowers
• Work with the Parish Council to save energy
• Explore opportunities for wind or water energy in
the parish
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Our focus is on promoting local practical action that
can make a difference and can also be fun. Your ideas
are already shaping what we do: for example the
Grow Your Own Campaign (see below) is a response
to comments about needing space, help and guidance
on how to grow. We have also been talking with Bisley
to find out how we can create a Compost Scheme for
Chalford Parish. Please do keep sharing ideas so we
can find ways to do our bit for the climate.
We are looking forward to more interactive actual
events to put these ideas into practice in the coming
months, but in the meantime, we are keen to share
information, so if you have a group that you think
would like to know more, do get in touch and we can
arrange for someone to provide zoom calls on key
topics or provide an introduction to climate issues
which we have been doing with short interactive
sessions called a Climate Walk.
In the coming months, we will be responding the
feedback in each area, like last month’s article on
caring for wildlife in your garden. We also hope to
include a FAQ section – with answers - on the website.

• Share daily top tips on FB as per ‘Telegraph 365’
• Provide more information on ways to change
heating arrangements
• Promote ChalCAN widely through active events
• Put a better bike rack at the little Tesco with some
ChalCAN branding
• Create a local electric bike scheme
• Explain more about recycling
• Increase ChalCAN’s visible presence
• Provide information on grants and support for
home improvements
• Offer independent home energy surveys
• Look into acquiring land for a nature reserve for
the benefit of the whole community

Go to chalcan.org.uk or follow us on Facebook

for lots of useful ideas

Biodiversity Action News
Name the Spinney - put the new woodland on the
map
We’ve planted lots of native trees on Middle Hill in
Chalford Hill. In years to come it will be a lovely little
wood. Now it needs a name…Would you like to be the
person/family who name the woodland? The successful
name will be inscribed on a sign and there will be a
small naming ceremony. More details on the ChalCAN
website or from Penny (see below).
St Mary of the Angels Church, Brownshill
This beautiful church, managed by Friends of the
Friendless Churches, lies in a lovely setting overlooking
the valley. A survey of the grounds, carried out by
ecologist Grace O’Donovan, led to a plan to replant
the bank in the churchyard with native trees and
shrubs. We have funding for plants and meadow seeds
from Council for Protection of Rural England and the
Parish Council. The bank was covered in brambles and
creeping buttercup so a task force of volunteers from
Brownshill village, overseen by Chalford Biodiversity

Is your diet killing the planet?
Animal agriculture is a significant cause of the
climate and biodiversity crisis, producing 14.5%
of all global heating emissions as well as causing
substantial environmental damage, wiping out
habitat and polluting waterways. In the UK we consume
more than 1 billion cattle, sheep, pigs, and birds every
year, the majority of which are raised on factory farms.
With increasing strain on the world’s natural resources
and millions of people unable to feed themselves, many
now believe it’s unsustainable and morally questionable
to continue rearing so many farm animals and feeding
them crops which could be used to feed humans instead.
More than a third of global calories, and half of global
protein, is inefficiently used as animal feed. One in 9
people in the world go to bed hungry each night; one
in 3 suffer from some form of malnutrition; 3.1 million
children die each year due to under-nutrition.
A plant-based or vegan diet has by far the lowest impact
on the planet and is optimum for the environment
because eating plants directly instead of cycling them
through animals with the consequent loss of much
nutritional value, uses 75% less land to feed the same
number of people. This land could be restored to nature
and wildlife – badly needed since 60% of all wild animals,

Action, tackled these on the weekend of 10/11th April
to enable replanting. We hope the bank will be a haven
for wildlife and make for minimal maintenance and
disturbance in the years to come. Thanks to all those
volunteering their time for the project.
What’s that bird/plant/tree?
Identifying the wildlife you come across is fun but can
be tricky. Help is at hand! Forest Stewardship Council
guides are easy to carry with you, and there are lots of
apps for mobile phones which can help.
• Birdnet identifies birds from their song
• The Woodland Trust have lots of tree ID on their
website and an app
• The Pl@ntNet app identifies plants from photographs
• Inaturalist has a website and app for ID and
submitting records
Chalford Valley - Toad Patrol
1419 toads have been rescued, up from 850 last
year. Other patrols have seen a decrease. Well done
Chalford!

fish, reptiles and birds have been wiped out just in the
last 50 years (Living Planet Report 2018).  
Some people worry about where their protein would
come from – but many plants are a source of protein!
Pulses, nuts, seeds, tofu and grains and all proteinrich. Many top athletes and sports people have turned
to vegan diets to enhance performance and improve
recovery time, so we lesser mortals should be just fine!
Whilst UK nutritional guidelines recommend 45-55g of
protein per day, the average UK consumption is 64-88g,
of which 37% is meat and meat products.
Whilst not everyone will feel able to move to a full vegan
or vegetarian diet, most people can significantly reduce
their meat consumption. There are many resources to
help support us change what we eat and choose more
tasty, healthy plant-based meals (e.g. veganuary.com)
and lots of great cookbooks (e.g. Healthy Vegan by Bosh
or the How Not to die Cookbook by Dr Michael Gregor).
In future articles we are planning to look at different milk
products, and the sustainability of the fishing industry.
To sample high quality veggie or vegan ready-made local
meals, why not try Karibu in Stroud or a veggie meal
from the Long Table, made in Brimscombe and available
at the Freezer of Love at the Parish Centre. So do give
your diet – and the planet - some thought when you plan
your meals.

Go to chalcan.org.uk or follow us on Facebook

for lots of useful ideas

Speeding in Chalford Parish
What is so magical about speed? Why is it difficult
to resist the urge to speed down Middle Hill towards
Chalford Hill, along the road from Bisley into
Bussage, or along the Ridgeway?

Grow Your Own Campaign –
Step 1 Potatoes

A key message for climate friendly action is:
“buy local seasonal vegetables or even grow
your own”. To help those who don’t know
how to do this or don’t have room, we have
launched a Grow Your Own campaign. Step 1
- grow your own potatoes in bags of compost
outside your back door! With some community
effort and huge thanks to Dundry Nurseries, the
Bisley Farm Shop, the Bisley Compost Scheme
and growers from across the parish who have
provided old compost bags, and our ChalCAN
team for creating the kits, we provided over 50
potato kits to children at Chalford Hill School,
the Ridgway Playgroup, and to the community
from Brownshill Allotments on Good Friday.
We are looking forward to seeing the results
as children from across the parish wow their
parents with this delicious crop.

The recent findings from the Speed Monitoring
run by the Parish Council and the Police showed
that 46% of drivers were exceeding the speed limit
coming into Tanglewood Way, with 14% liable for
prosecution. Over 122 vehicles were travelling at
over 60mph over a six week period. It can’t be about
time-saving…   it’s half a mile from the Bisley Road
junction to the Fourways garage and the same from
Fourways into the heart of Chalford Hill at Burcombe
Way.  That takes 90 seconds at 20mph, 60 seconds at
30mph, 45 seconds at 40mph, 30 seconds at a very
dangerous 60mph.   Are people really worried about
saving less than a minute?  
Perhaps the road design can be tempting - might
there be road design changes that would help?  The
new 30mph red road marker on the carriageway
may help on the road from Bisley. What else could
be done? Speed bumps are out of favour (although
they help along Tanglewood Way), but what if the
whole of Middle Hill was made single carriage-way
with passing places, with the space used for a cycle
lane and a wider footpath for the kids going to
school?  Would that slow us down?
In the USA the usual speed limit in cities is 25mph
and people stick to it.  Even at that speed it’s good
for pedestrians and cyclists because it’s fairly
painless for drivers to slow or stop to be courteous
to others.  Why do people generally keep to the
limit? It seems to be enforced rigorously. We have
much to learn!

If you would like to get involved with ChalCAN or help with any of these projects, please contact
Penny at info@chalcan.org.uk
Tel: 01453 887204

PLEASE PASS THIS ON TO FRIENDS, NEIGHBOURS AND FAMILY

Go to chalcan.org.uk or follow us on Facebook

for lots of useful ideas

